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Passionate about proteins

4,600 
4,600 people work 
with R&D.

17% 
of revenues are 
invested in R&D.

160,000 L
is the scale up to which 
we express proteins.

1,003 
active patent 
families.

DKK 7 
billion is our 
R&D spend. 

Mutation

Acylation

PEGylation

Modification  
• Genetic
• Enzymatic
• Chemical

E.coli

Yeast

Mammalian cells

Half-life extension

Sustained release

Liquid

Single-use

Multi-use

Pre-filled

Cartridges
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R&D strategy by therapeutic area
Novo Nordisk focuses on the following therapeutic areas and has a clear strategy for each:

Diabetes

Obesity/pre-diabetes

 
Haemophilia and 
growth hormone 
disorders

Menopausal 
symptoms

Inflammation

Insulin
GLP-1

GLP-1
Other proteins

 
Coagulation factors  
Growth hormone

Hormones

Proteins / monoclonal 
antibodies
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Expand leadership

Expand franchise

Explore oppotunity

Maximise value

Build presence

Strategic focusIndications Compounds/Capabilities



R&D as a workplace 

Cutting edge research, development and innovation are part of our 
way of working and we nurture a culture where people can make a 
difference.

Joining Novo Nordisk gives you life-changing opportunities and 
brilliant colleagues who are best-in-class.

We focus on your individual development and nourish your 
opportunities to grow in an international environment. You can 
participate in acknowledged international associations, networks and 
conferences when working with us. And you will experience an open 
and honest culture with a visible top management.

Also, R&D supports many bright students and graduate schools 
within life science R&D. We are currently co-financing around 60 
PhD-students. We also provide scholarships to more than 30 master 
students finalising their thesis annually and finance post doc positions 
for up to two years for e.g. expat scientists returning to Denmark. 
Read more at www.novonordisk.com/jobs

We consider ourselves pioneers in the pharmaceutical industry in our 
practice of bioethics. In 2007, Novo Nordisk ranked as best-in-class in 
healthcare in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes.

We engage with stakeholders to find solutions for improving the welfare of 
experimental animals and are committed to finding new ways to Replace, 
Reduce and Refine the use of animals for testing. Read more at: 
www.novonordisk.com/science/bioethics/default.asp. 

We strive to offer transparent and ethical practices in our medical studies, 
amongst others on the Clinical Trials at: www.novonordisk-trials.com.

We make sure that illiteracy, poverty or cultural barriers do not prevent 
a person’s full understanding of the issues involved in trial participation. 
And we only initiate trials in countries that can provide approval from an 
external local ethical committee.

Bioethics

1923 
Novo Nordisk launched its 
first protein-based product.

1985
Novo Nordisk launched the world’s 
first insulin pen device NovoPen®.

20
injection systems have been 
launched by Novo Nordisk.

100++  

R&D partnerships. 
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R&D organisation

R&D locations 
•   Denmark
•   US
•   China

Clinical development centers 
•   Switzerland
•   China
•   US
•   Japan 

R&D on the map

To know more about R&D in Novo Nordisk please visit www.novonordisk.com
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R&D Management

Headed by
Mads Krogsgaard Thomsen
Executive Vice President &
Chief Science Officer (CSO)

Competitive Intelligence

Headed by
Iben Jordan
Corporate Vice President

Strategic R&D

Headed by
Kristina Lee
Vice President

Diabetes
Research Unit

Headed by
Peter Kurtzhals
Senior Vice President

Biopharmaceuticals
Research Unit

Headed by
Terje Kalland
Senior Vice President

Global 
Development

Headed by
Peter Kristensen
Senior Vice President

Device R&D 

Headed by
Jesper Kløve
Senior Vice President

Regulatory
Affairs

Headed by
Peter Bonne Eriksen
Senior Vice President

CMC 
Supply

Headed by
Jesper Giede Bøving
Senior Vice President


